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Joan of Arc
By Erin Keeton-Howard (ASCAP)

Program Notes

Joan of Arc is a patron saint of France, honored as a defender of the French nation for her leadership and bravery during the
Hundred Years' War (1337 — 1453). Starting at the age of 12, Joan claimed to have visions from a higher power. At the age of 16, she
became a military leader who transcended gender roles as she led French troops to reclaim France from the English acting under
divine guidance. It was a significant feat that she gained recognition and support throughout her country in a time when women
were not in the workforce or positions of power.

The opening section of the piece is reflective, uncertain, and a bit ominous, representing a vision and the conversations that
followed. The transition to the fast section is the preparation for battle. You can hear the call and response of villagers hard at work
gathering supplies and the sounds of the blacksmith manufacturing weaponry.

About the Composer

Erin Keeton-Howard is a Seattle-based music educator, musician, and composer. She holds a B.S.
in Music Education from the University of Missouri and holds a M.A. in Music Education with an
emphasis in Conducting from the University of Washington. With her background in education, Erin
is passionate about writing quality band music, particularly for middle school musicians. She has
written works for concert band, brass band, jazz band, and chamber ensembles.

Currently, Erin serves as Director of Bands at The Northwest School in downtown Seafttle and
Director of the Seattle Symphonic Band at North Seattle College. Additionally, Erin is
co-director/founder of FORMATION Wind Band. FORMATION is a women's wind ensemble
committed to empowering women to create, collaborate, and build community together. As an
active musician, clinician, and conductor, you can find out the latest at ekhmusic.com.
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